
 2008 marks the 37th annual UNM John 
Donald Robb Composers’ Symposium. 
This year’s Symposium, one of many 
activities embracing the Trust’s national 
and international outreach, will occur from 
Sunday, March 30, through Wednesday, 
April 2, with evening performances at 7:30 
PM in Keller Hall at UNM’s Center for Fine 
Arts (unless otherwise noted) and a special 
Tuesday afternoon concert at 2:00 PM also 
in Keller Hall.  Trust member and UNM 
Professor Christopher Shultis serves as 
the Artistic Director, and Doris Williams 
is the Managing Director.  This year’s 
featured composer is Gordon Mumma. Mr. 
Mumma, an early innovator in the field of 
live electronics, composed and performed 
for many years with the Merce Cunningham 
Dance Company.
 The Symposium will feature events 
that include lectures, presentations and 
composition seminars with the evenings 
devoted to performances. On Sunday, 
the opening concert will feature this 
year’s Artists-In Residence, Duo Alterno 
in a concert of contemporary Italian and 
American composers. The Monday evening 
concert will celebrate the music and legacy 

UNM JOHN DONALD ROBB COMPOSERS’ SYMPOSIUM
KICKS OFF MARCH 30TH

of John Donald Robb with a performance of 
his Triangulum, Opus 84, for Clarinet and 
Piano performed by UNM Professor of Music 
Keith Lemmons and pianist Mary Beth 
Gunning. Also, Dean Robb’s String Quartet 
Number 2 will be performed by the UNM 

Faculty String Quartet.
 Other composers participating include 
Daniel Lentz, Carlo Alessandro Landini and 
Riccardo Piancentini from Italy, Daniel 
James Wolf from Frankfurt, Germany, 
Yvonne Lee from Massachusetts and Anne 
Guzzo from Wyoming. Steve Peters will 
present this year’s sound installation at the 
UNM Art Museum. Dawn Chambers, Richard 
Cameron-Wolfe, John Kennedy and Molly 
Sturges will also have works performed.
 UNM composers Richard Hermann, 
Panaiotis, Paul Lombardi, Falko Steinbach, 
Christopher Shultis and William Wood 
will have new works premiered as part of 
the festival. Concerts are Sunday through 
Wednesday evenings as well as Tuesday 
afternoon, and daytime events will occur 
Monday through Wednesday. Concerts and 
daytime events are all free and open to the 
public. For a complete schedule of concerts, 
lectures, seminars and details, please go to 
the John Donald Robb Musical Trust Website 
at www.unm.edu/~rmt.
 Special donations by the Trust and 
Sanford and Priscilla Robb McDonnell 
help to support Symposium expenses and 
activities.

You Are
Cordially 
Invited .....
On Monday, March 31, you are 
cordially invited to be our guests at  
the John D. Robb Musical Trust 
Reception in the lobby of Keller Hall 
immediately following the 7:30 PM 
Concert in Keller Hall in the UNM 
College of Fine Arts Center for the Arts.  
We look forward to seeing you there!

ROBB MUSICAL TRUST COMMITTEE 
PLANS FOR THE FUTURE

 2008 is the culmination year for 
completing important Robb plans to 
establish permanent foundations for the 
future and formalizing the Trust’s present 
and future relationships with UNM and with 
the UNM Foundation with which the Trust 
has had continuing close relationships. 
The Trust Committee is in the midst of 
ongoing discussions for consideration of 
possible agreements which are expected 
to be completed in the late spring or early 
summer. 
 The Trust has been involved in 
intensive efforts to plan for its future in 

a way which would more firmly establish 
its dynamic existence and expansion 
in perpetuity while preserving a strong 
measure of its independence, decision 
making and management of the Trust 
affairs. Among other options the Trust 
has been exploring are various types of 
organizations and relationships varying 
from a 501(c) (3) corporation to a possible 
home within the family of UNM. No final 
decisions concerning these “platforms” for 
accomplishing the Trust objectives have 

See FUTURE PLANS, page 3
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ROBB TRUST COMMITTEE ANNUAL RETREAT

The Robb Trust Committee’s annual retreat was hosted by Committee Member Marty Mathisen’s Firm, Atkinson and Company.  Don Shapiro 
of Greatworks Consulting, Inc. was the facilitator.  A record number of committee members attended the retreat.  The breath-taking panoramic 
views of the Albuquerque skyline and the Sandia Mountains at Atkinson and Company served as a wonderful backdrop for the retreat.  The retreat 
activities consisted of Marketing the Robb Trust, Building Strategic Partnerships, and setting the stage for strategic planning.

 The ¡Colores! TV broadcast preparation 
is making rapid progress. Filming has 
been completed, and editing is half way 
completed according to Kelly Kowalski, 
¡Colores! Project Director. The initial 
broadcast is tentatively scheduled for June. 
Potentially, copies of the broadcast will be 
distributed by KNME to many other PBS 
affiliates capturing the mounting interest 
in Hispanic demographics and culture 
triggered in part by the upcoming elections. 
The accompanying, state of the art, 
permanent KNME-TV-5 interactive website, 
will provide long-term availability of the vast 
materials assembled in connection with 
the ¡Colores! Project. The main thrust will 
be an interactive website that will feature 
a broadcast television documentary, extra 
biographical and photographic material 
about John Donald Robb, samples of Robb’s 
musical recordings along with their aural 
histories providing cultural and geographic 

KNME-TV-5 ¡COLORES! DOCUMENTARY AND INTERACTIVE WEBSITE 
“THE LIFE AND TIMES OF JOHN DONALD ROBB”  

APPROACHES COMPLETION

detail, and the ability for users of the site 
to upload their own folk music recordings 
and related oral histories from around New 
Mexico.  
 Web pages, complimenting the 
documentary and biography pages, 
will feature a selection of Robb’s audio 
recordings based on geographical location. 
Using the GoogleEarth application, these 
pages will present a map of New Mexico 
that users can zoom in and out of. Overlaid 
on the map will be icons based at the 
villages and towns where Robb recorded.  
Clicking on those links will allow users to 
hear Robb’s recordings and pull up some 
contextual information about the musical 
form, history, and cultural context of 

the song, as well as related photographic 
material. 
One of the most important aspects of 
the site will be web pages where the 
community can post their own recorded 
traditional folk songs and explain their 
cultural understandings of those songs, 
creating an interactive dialogue about 
music and culture.  The website itself can 
be linked to academic institutions, other 
ethnomusicology groups, and public TV and 
radio affiliates, creating extensive outlets 
for the documentary and the work of John 
Donald Robb. This will tremendously 
expand the information making it 
internationally available to an audience 
whom will become potentially interested in 
performing, researching or writing about the 
Dean’s music and his Hispanic Folk music 
legacy. Work on the website will be started as 
soon as final funding details are completed.
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DEAN ROBB MUSIC
AVAILABILITY 

PROJECT
 A project designed to provide greater 
availability of Dean Robb’s compositions 
for performance and research is well under 
way. Directed by an ad-hoc subcommittee 
of the Trust Education/Performance 
Committee comprised of Jim Bratcher, 
Bob Tillotson, Dale Kempter, Jim Bonnell , 
Doris Williams, and  the two Trust Graduate 
Assistants, Tim Saeed and Tobias Kokkelink, 
the committee has developed a “Ready to 
Perform Project” following an intensive 
review of Robb’s works in the Robb Archives 
of the UNM Library Center for Southwest 
Research. This has included entering 
selected compositions into electronic format 
so they can be easily sent to performers 
requesting those materials. This will greatly 
facilitate and expand the potential for 
performing Dean Robb’s music. 
 The second part of the project consists 
of copying and organizing of all of the CDs 
of Dean Robb’s original compositions 
maintained in the UNM libraries in order 
to make them readily available also in the 
separate UNM Fine Arts Library for research/
scholarly work, enjoyment and performance 
in addition to those available through the 
Center for Southwest Research which can 
presently only be viewed on the library 
premises.  The first part of the project, the 
copying of the CDs and preparation of Excel 
sheets containing detailed descriptions and 
information about the Robb works was 
completed on October 15th. 

THE NATIONAL/INTERNATIONAL UNM JOHN 
DONALD ROBB COMPOSERS’ COMPETITION 

DEADLINE OCTOBER 1, 2008
 The UNM Robb Composers’ Competition 
in 2007/2008 has made a great leap forward 
from its previously regional coverage to 
include all interested national composers 
and involve international judges. As in the 
past the competition will continue to focus 
upon Dean Robb’s legacy by requiring 
entries to be based upon themes of Hispanic 
folk songs from the Robb Archives of the 
Center for Southwest Research in the 
UNM main library. The Trust committee 
has increased the award for the winning 
composition to $3,500. The expanded 
Competition has already captured the 
interest of a much larger group of aspiring 
composers, academics and scholars. The 
2007/2008 competition also has acquired 

international dimensions and attention 
by the appointment of a panel consisting 
primarily of international judges: Julio 
Estrada, Composer and Research Professor, 
Universidad Nacional Autónoma de Mexico; 
Robert Morris, Composer and Research 
Professor of Music, Eastman School of 
Music; and Barbara Rettagliati, Composer 
and Professor of Composition, Conservatorio 
Statale di Musica “Luigi Cherubini”, 
Florence, Italy. Performance of the 
composition selected by the judges will be at 
the 2009 Composers’ Symposium. For more 
information please contact Doris Williams, 
the Managing Director of the Robb Trust at 
robbtrst@unm.edu or call 505/277-8967.

DEAN ROBB’S AUTHORITATIVE  
“HISPANIC FOLK MUSIC OF NEW MEXICO 
AND THE SOUTHWEST” TO BE REVISED 
AND REPUBLISHED BY THE UNM PRESS

 With financial assistance from the Robb 
Trust, UNM Press is planning to revise and 
republish Dean Robb’s comprehensive, 
authoritative work “Hispanic Folk Music 
of New Mexico and of the Southwest: A 
Portrait of the People” under a ten-year 
license with the University of Oklahoma 
Press. A verbal agreement has been reached 
and the parties are working out a formal 
agreement. Based upon the massive 

collection of edited field recordings and 
other materials residing in the Robb 
Archives, this unmatched 800 page book, 
which is now out of print, will be made 
available to a growing New Mexico, national 
and international audience and in the 
Library of Congress and 
in University and other 
libraries throughout  
the United States. 

been reached, but the current serious on-
going discussions with UNM and with the 
UNM Foundation are looking at the latter 
option. The Trust representatives at these 
meetings include Jim Bonnell, Trust Chair, 
Bob Tillotson, Immediate Past Chair, John 

FUTURE PLANS  continued from page 1

Robb, Chair of the Development/
Finance Committee and Marty 
Mathisen, Treasurer.  Dean 
Christopher Mead of the College 
of Fine Arts and Belinda Jentzen, 
Senior UNM Development 

Officer are also participants as well as 
Sandra Liggett, representing UNM Counsel 
and Michael Kingan, UNM Vice President of 
Institutional Advancement and President 
of the UNM Foundation representing their 
respective entities. 

 The initial Trust efforts began early in 
the year 2007 with in depth exploration of 
the possibilities of a 501(c) (3) corporation 
and later led to the start of discussions 
and negotiations with UNM and the UNM 
Foundation in the fall of 2007.
 To accompany these efforts, the Trust 
began the consideration of long term 
strategic planning starting with the third 
consecutive three-year-plan scheduled for 
consideration by the Trust this spring. 



 Chad Harris, a third year architecture 
student, at UNM presented to the Robb 
Trust Committee this winter his unique 
architecture designs that were inspired 
by Dean Robb’s music.  The assignment 
required that students choose a stairway/
entrance to a building on campus and 
redesign this area in order to improve the 
circulation and aesthetics of that entrance.  
Chad chose Dean Robb to be the focal point 
of his project because the entrance he was 
redesigning was the stairway to the Center 
for the Arts (across from the SUB) and Dean 
Robb was a very important figure in the 
history of the College of Fine Arts.  Chad was 

DEAN ROBB’S MUSIC IS USED TO INSPIRE ARCHITECTURAL DESIGNS
inspired and influenced by architects Steven 
Holl who designed the Strato House and 

Daniel Libeskind who designed the Jewish 
Museum in Berlin.  
 The Robb compositions Concerto for 
Viola and Orchestra; Second Symphony-

Second Movement and Elegy for our War 
Dead were chosen because they had very 
dynamic dialogues between the instruments 
and they had great significance to John D. 
Robb.  Not only did the Trust members 
appreciate Chad’s creative and innovative 
work, but so did his professors: Chad 
received an A on his assignment. His designs 
will be added to the Robb Archive.
 Chad will graduate from UNM in the 
spring of 2009 with a Bachelor’s degree in 
Architecture.  After graduation, he plans 
to go on to graduate school and pursue 
Masters’ Degrees in Architecture and 
Business Administration.

THE ONCE FESTIVALS REVISITED
Dr. Christopher Shultis, Artistic Director of the Robb Trust Composers’ Symposium,  

reflects on the significance of the ONCE Festivals
 
When I began my work as Artistic Director of UNM’s John Donald Robb Composers’ Symposium in 2001, there 
were a few things I knew I wanted. I wanted the symposium to be wholly non-ideological in its programming, 
but with an emphasis on the “cutting-edge.” I also wanted the symposium to connect the fantastic variety of 
composers here in New Mexico with composers from around the world so that there could be a kind of cross-
pollination of musical ideas between what is unique about what gets created here in New Mexico and that 
which is created elsewhere. I wanted to take advantage of the enormous local resources of talent, the many 
outstanding musicians who choose to live here, including the faculty and students at UNM, as well as the many 
musicians who perform in the various professional ensembles in the area. At the same time, I wanted to bring 
musicians from the outside so that the festival would be a lively interchange of composers and performers 
here and elsewhere with the common goal of realizing the music of living composers, all of whom would be 
in residence for the festival. As I began putting together these ideas and making them a reality, there was one 
festival that served as a model: The ONCE festivals that were held in Ann Arbor, Michigan, in the early to mid 
1960s. Organized by founders Robert Ashley, George Cacioppo, Gordon Mumma, Roger Reynolds, and Donald 
Scaverda, all composers whose music was prominently featured during the festival, they too emphasized as 
we do the cutting edge while at the same time including music of all types and genres. They too emphasized 
as we do the importance of technology and innovation. They too emphasized as we do the inclusion of other 
art forms as part of the musical experience. They too operated as we do on a “shoestring” budget. In five 
years (1961-65) the ONCE festival listed 170 pieces by 92 composers, thus averaging, as we do around 20 
composers per year, and with typically five concerts with between six and eight pieces per program we too 
have performed somewhere between 150 and 200 pieces in the last five years. I was amazed at the similarities 
between the Robb Symposium and the ONCE festival, and because of my deep admiration for the founders 
of the festival, I decided to invite Roger Reynolds, Robert Ashley and Gordon Mumma, the three remaining 
composers since Cacioppo is no longer alive and Scaverda doesn’t travel, to participate in the symposium over 
the last three years, setting the tone and context for the symposium’s future by acknowledging the influence of 
the ONCE festival and its organizers on both the Robb Symposium’s present and recent past.

Fiddler Junior Daugherty, Mrs. Robb  
and Dean Robb (Archival Photo)

For more information contact:  
Belinda Jentzen, Senior Development Officer

College of Fine Arts Administration
MSC04 2570  • 1 University of New Mexico 
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Phone: 505/277-7320 • Email: Belinda@unm.edu

Thanks for your consideration.
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Have you considered leaving a bequest to further  
the vision of Dean Robb?

Robert Ashley

Gordon Mumma

Roger Reynolds


